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 Survivors who don’t want to engage with the 
criminal justice system

 Survivors who are uncertain about reporting

 Survivors who want to report, but face 
barriers that prevent reporting

 Survivors who try to report, but are 
unsuccessful
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Without a report:
 Law enforcement 

cannot investigate
Offenders cannot 

be prosecuted
 Victims left with 

unresolved trauma
 Perpetrators can 

commit additional 
assaults
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The perpetrator is 
free to offend again, 
and nothing changes 
for the next victim. 
So the cycle repeats.

- Lonsway & Archambault (2010)
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 Anonymous reporting
 3rd party reporting
 Non-Investigative reporting
 Online reporting
 Seek Then Speak
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 Survivors and support people can 
gather information, explore options
 Sexual assault and abuse
 Crime victim rights
 Victim advocacy
 Medical care
 Reporting to police
 Support people
 Campus, workplace, military settings
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 Survivors can begin reporting to police
  Self-guided, investigative interview
 Records critical information about sexual 

assault
 Survivors can provide as much, or as little 

information as they choose
 Can remain anonymous if they wish

END VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN INTERNATIONAL — A PROFESSIONAL TRAINING ORGANIZATION



 Creates a PDF report that survivors can:
 Download (to save on their own device)
 Print (to give to police, or store for now)
 Email (to law enforcement, or someone else)

 Data is held by the browser to create the PDF 
and must be cleared by user.
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 Can be accessed from any digital device
 Computer
 Tablet
 Mobile phone
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 Survivors use SEEK THEN SPEAK in different 
ways, depending on setting and purpose 
 At the hospital
 Initial reports
 Interview preparation
 Resource for loved ones
 Online vs. printed options
 Language access / accessibility features
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 Police receive different types of contacts 
from survivors who use SEEK THEN SPEAK 
 Emails
 Patrol officers
 Investigators
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 Benefits
 Increased comfort when relaying assault details
 Reduced uncertainty of criminal justice process
 Survivor remains in driver’s seat
 Potential to reduce wait times during reporting
 Information to direct investigation
 Reduced gaps in victim statement
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 Considerations
 Need for public awareness
 Patrol officer training
 Support resources 
 Technological barriers
 Evidence considerations
 Use in prosecution
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 FAQs for professionals
 Logos and images for websites and social media
 Sample press release
 Implementation checklist
 Brochures
 Pocket cards
 Individualized training and technical assistance

https://evawintl.org/seek-then-speak-resources/ 
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Questions?
 Interested in offering in your community?
 Contact us at seekthenspeak@evawintl.org
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End Violence Against Women International

America’s leading nonprofit organization dedicated to 
improving criminal justice responses to sexual assault
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