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The following questions were submitted by participants in a webinar entitled, Opening Doors: 
Alternative Reporting Options for Law Enforcement and VAWA Forensic Compliance, 
presented by EVAWI’s Executive Director Sgt. Joanne Archambault (Retired, San Diego Police 
Department), and EVAWI’s Director of Research, Kimberly A. Lonsway, Ph.D.  
 
To listen to the recorded presentation of the webinar, please visit our webinar archives. It is 
available FREE of charge. 
 
The chat questions were adapted for a general audience, and responses were co-authored by 
Sgt. Archambault along with Dr. Kim Lonsway. You will note that most of these responses 
direct you to resources with more detailed information on the topic. 
 
Case Attrition Data 
  
Some participants asked about the "green triangle," depicting the funnel of attrition for sexual 
assault cases within the criminal justice system. This data is drawn from a variety of research 
studies, all of which were based on incidents of forcible rape. These studies, and the data used 
to calculate the figures in the "green triangle," are cited in our article on the "justice gap:" 

  
Lonsway, K.A. & Archambault, J. (2012). The 'justice gap' for sexual assault cases: 
Future directions for research and reform. Violence Against Women, 18 (2), 145-168. 

  
For a copy of this article, please visit http://vaw.sagepub.com/content/18/2/145.abstract  

 
In addition, a webinar participant noted that other useful resources on the topic are written by 
authors like Temkin & Krahé and Sue Lees. This includes the excellent book entitled, Sexual 
Assault and the Justice Gap: A Question of Attitude, by Barbara Krahé and Jennifer Temkin as 
well as Carnal Knowledge: Rape on Trial, by Sue Lees. 
 
Unfounded vs. Unsubstantiated 
  
A participant asked about the difference between "unfounded" vs. "unsubstantiated" or "unable 
to corroborate" with regard to closing out a case. The participant's concern was whether a 
victim could end up having to reimburse a Crime Victim Compensation program if a report is 
closed as "unable to be corroborate" vs. "unfounded."  
  
First, the definitions associated with unfounded vs. unsubstantiated reports are discussed in 
detail in our OnLine Training Institute (OLTI) module on Clearance Methods in Sexual Assault 
Cases. In a nutshell, an unfounded report is one that is determined on the basis of the 
evidence to either be false or baseless. An unsubstantiated report is one that cannot be proven 
or disproved. Some issues related to Crime Victim Compensation and alternative reporting 
methods are addressed in the recently updated OLTI module on Reporting Methods in Sexual 
Assault Cases. 
  

http://www.evawintl.org/
http://www.evawintl.org/WebinarArchive.aspx
http://vaw.sagepub.com/content/18/2/145.abstract
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=fuz8gatab.0.0.jb8qkicab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.evawintl.org%2Fonlinetraining.aspx
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=fuz8gatab.0.0.jb8qkicab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.evawintl.org%2Fonlinetraining.aspx
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=fuz8gatab.0.0.jb8qkicab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.evawintl.org%2Fonlinetraining.aspx
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=fuz8gatab.0.0.jb8qkicab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.evawintl.org%2Fonlinetraining.aspx
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The question about eligibility criteria for Crime Victim Compensation can only be answered 
definitively on a statewide level. However, the general principle is that program eligibility is 
based on the fact of the report being made (and other criteria). The bottom line is that crime 
reports should not be unfounded simply because there is a lack of corroboration to prove the 
crime occurred. When the elements of a crime are present, and victims qualify for Crime Victim 
Compensation, they should not be denied solely because the crime could not be proven. For 
more information and to locate contact information for the Crime Victim Compensation 
program in your state, please see the website for the National Association of Crime Victim 
Compensation Boards. 
 
Evidence Storage and Retention 

Several participants had questions about who is responsible for storing the evidence collected 
from a sexual assault victim during a medical forensic examination, particularly when the victim 
has not yet decided to participate in the criminal justice process. Questions also addressed the 
issue of how long evidence should be stored. 
  
Fortunately, this is a topic we have written a great deal about, so there are a number of helpful 
resources that are likely to be helpful. First, the issue is addressed in detail in the OLTI module 
entitled, The Earthquake in Sexual Assault Response: Implementing VAWA Forensic 
Compliance. Issues of evidence storage and retention are also addressed in the Forensic 
Compliance section of our website, both in the Resources as well as the Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQs). 
  
One participant noted that some states have evidentiary kits sent to the lab for some swab 
testing within a specified time period. This issue is addressed in our series of training bulletins 
on Understanding The Role of DNA in a Sexual Assault Investigation. In particular, this 
question of legislation designed to "test all kits" is discussed in detail in Part 5:  Policy 
Responses, Assessment, and Recommendations for Practice. 
  
Should We "Test Anonymous Kits" 
  
One participant asked about the situation where a sexual assault victim has a medical forensic 
examination but has not yet decided to participate in the criminal justice process. The question 
was whether this evidence should be sent to the crime laboratory for analysis.  This is a 
common question, so we addressed it in a training bulletin available in our archives. The title of 
the bulletin is, Should We 'Test Anonymous Kits?' However, before we can answer that 
question, we need to take it apart and examine several problems with the way it is framed. In 
this training bulletin, we first explore problems with the terminology and concepts surrounding 
both "anonymous" and "testing kits"  and then go on to provide an answer, which is "no."   
  
The rationale for this answer, and the implications of the question are explored in detail in the 
training bulletin. 
  
 

http://www.evawintl.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=fuz8gatab.0.0.jb8qkicab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nacvcb.org%2F
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=fuz8gatab.0.0.jb8qkicab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nacvcb.org%2F
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=fuz8gatab.0.0.jb8qkicab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.evawintl.org%2Fonlinetraining.aspx
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=fuz8gatab.0.0.jb8qkicab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.evawintl.org%2Fonlinetraining.aspx
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=fuz8gatab.0.0.jb8qkicab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.evawintl.org%2FPAGEID26%2FForensic-Compliance%2FResources%2FEvidence
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=fuz8gatab.0.0.jb8qkicab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.evawintl.org%2FPAGEID9%2FForensic-Compliance%2FFAQs%2FEvidence-Issues
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=fuz8gatab.0.0.jb8qkicab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.evawintl.org%2FPAGEID9%2FForensic-Compliance%2FFAQs%2FEvidence-Issues
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=fuz8gatab.0.0.jb8qkicab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.evawintl.org%2FArchivedBulletins.aspx
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=fuz8gatab.0.0.jb8qkicab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.evawintl.org%2FLibrary%2FDocumentLibraryHandler.ashx%3Fid%3D49
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=fuz8gatab.0.0.jb8qkicab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.evawintl.org%2FLibrary%2FDocumentLibraryHandler.ashx%3Fid%3D49
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=fuz8gatab.0.0.jb8qkicab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.evawintl.org%2FArchivedBulletins.aspx
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Interview the Forensic Examiner? 
  
Finally, a participant asked about the situation where a victim does not want to talk to a law 
enforcement officer. The question was whether the officer could interview the forensic 
examiner instead. With the victim's permission, the responding officer could interview the 
forensic examiner but this would be a third party report. Alternative reporting options are 
discussed in great detail in our newly revamped OLTI module on Reporting Methods for 
Sexual Assault Cases.  
  
In summary, law enforcement could obtain the information for intelligence purposes, however, 
the investigation would not and should not proceed without an opportunity to interview the 
victim and conduct a thorough follow-up investigation. The entire criminal justice system is 
based on the premise that a victim will testify and the defendant's right to confront the accuser 
if the crime is tried in court. This applies to all crimes except for homicide. 
  
Thank You! 
  
We hope you find these resources helpful. Thank you for your interest in this topic. Stay tuned 
for upcoming webinars and other training events, all designed to help improve the criminal 
justice and community response to gender-based violence.  
 
 

http://www.evawintl.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=fuz8gatab.0.0.jb8qkicab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.evawintl.org%2F%2Fonlinetraining.aspx
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=fuz8gatab.0.0.jb8qkicab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.evawintl.org%2F%2Fonlinetraining.aspx

