
A Guide to the Effective and Successful Coexistence of Title IX 
Investigations and Criminal Prosecutions of Campus Sexual Assaults 

Much of the recent public focus on campus sexual violence has been on the dissonance 
between institutional Title IX investigations and law enforcement investigations.  When 
one incident of sexual violence gives rise to both a criminal and an institutional inquiry, it 
is imperative that the two systems work in accord.  This presentation, co-facilitated by 
an experienced SVU detective with the Michigan State University Police Department 
and a Title IX Investigator who has supervised and investigated hundreds of sexual 
misconduct investigations, will increase Title IX staff’s and law enforcement’s familiarity 
with each other’s purposes, procedures, and constraints. 

After familiarizing the participants with the characteristics of each investigatory system, 
this presentation will explore best practices for criminally investigating allegations of 
campus sexual violence.  The presentation will identify the characteristics typically 
found in campus sexual assaults—acquaintance relationships, issues of verbal consent 
rather than brute physical force, consumption of alcohol, loss of memory, and some 
consensual sexual intimacy preceding the assault—and offer specific investigative 
techniques to address these challenges.  The goal in this portion of the presentation will 
be to buttress law enforcement’s confidence and competency when faced with 
allegations of sexual assault that might, under other circumstances, be tossed aside as 
“he said, she said” cases, and which might have otherwise been considered unworthy of 
investigation. 

The presentation will end with an examination of how the co-existence of the criminal 
and institutional investigatory systems impact the individuals involved.  The presenters 
will draw on their experiences to provide guidance on how to implement mandatory 
reporting that helps rather than confuses victims, information-sharing among law 
enforcement and institutional Title IX offices that facilitates rather than obstructs 
investigations, and relationship-building among the two systems, with the goal of 
maximizing resources, minimizing conflicts, and ultimately improving justice for victims 
of sexual violence.   
 
 As a result of this presentation, participants will be better able to: 

• Understand the differences between criminal investigations and institutional Title 
IX investigations; 

• Recognize the potential impacts, both positive and negative, the two investigative 
systems can have on each other; 

• Understand how the existence and functioning of two separate investigatory 
systems (criminal and institutional) can affect the individuals involved in the 
matter; 

• Develop best practices for the investigation of campus sexual assaults; and 



• Implement collaborative and constructive relationships between law enforcement 
and institutional Title IX offices and ultimately better serve victims of sexual 
violence. 

 


